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By: Michael Lyon – Administrator: metascapemedia.com
*(You must agree to this documents disclaimer at the end of this tutorial prior to use)

How many times have you used the phpMyAdmin Control Panel to export a Database, just to 
find out that the exact same Database file you exported can't be imported without errors?

If you've ran into that exact same problem numerous times, believe me, your not alone. 
After troubleshooting the reasons behind this issue, I finally found a tested, and working 
solution.

Example Scenario:
• Your servers eCommerce solution just lost it's Database to data corruption.
• Customers are e-mailing, and calling in complaints.
• As the System Administrator, you backed up the Database in a safe place.
• Time is of the essence, so you log into phpMyAdmin ready to import your backup.
• And what should have Imported correctly, gives you the following errors:

• Error SQL query: -- phpMyAdmin SQL Dump... MySQL said:
• #1007 - Can't create database 'yourdatabase'; database exists
• #1044 - Access denied for user 'yourdatabase1'@'%' to database 'yourdatabase2'
• or any other number of Import errors!

Steps necessary to solve this issue:

For this example, I will assume you are familiar with Installing PHP based Internet 
Applications, and are familiar with creating the MySQL Database necessary for most 
Internet Applications to operate correctly. 

Before you begin, you must have already backed up an Exported working MySQL 
Database from the phpMyAdmin, Previous to your lost or corrupted Database.

1. Create a new MySQL Database. During my testing procedures, any name worked.
2. Re-Install the Database required Internet Application on your server, making sure to 

connect your Application to the newly created Database.
3. Access your newly created Database by Logging on to the phpMyAdmin Control Panel, 

and within select the 'Databases' link in the menu, then select your Database.
4. You should now be within the 'Table Structure' tab of your newly created Database. If 

not, click the 'Table Structure' tab.
5. Within the 'Table Structure' of your newly created Database, select the 'Check All' 

link, and then from the 'With Selected' menu choose: 'DROP' (see illustration 1 below)

➔ WARNING: Choosing to Drop your Database Tables will result in permanent loss 
of all Data within your newly created MySQL Database!



Illustration 1 – 'Dropping The Tables'

Steps Continued:

6. If all went as planned you now have zero tables within your newly created Database.
7. The next step is to manually edit your originally backed up Database, the one you 

hopefully tucked away safely for emergencies like the above scenario.
8. Using a text editor, such as *Notepad++, open your backed up Database, (example: 

22.63.00.50.sql), select the entire header of your Database backup, and delete it. 
(see illustration 2 below).



Illustration 2 – 'Deleting the MySQL Header' (Lines 1 through 15 in this example).

Steps Continued:

9. Now that you have deleted the MySQL Heading, select and copy the remaining 
Database lines from within your text editor.

10.Next, within your phpMyAdmin Control Panel select the 'SQL Tab'. You should now see 
the 'Run SQL query/queries on database' form, which of course is empty. (see 
illustration 3 below).

11.You should now paste the previously copied remaining Database lines from the text 
editor within the: 'Run SQL query/queries on database' form. After which you will 
select the 'GO' button.

12.If all went as instructed, you should now see all of your previously backed up 'Tables' 
placed correctly within the newly created MySQL Database.

Illustration 3 – The 'Run SQL query/queries on database' form.



I sincerely hope this instructional tutorial helps all who have had MySQL Database Importing 
problems within the phpMyAdmin Control Panel. This procedure has been tested thoroughly, 
and has worked for me every time. If you have any feedback, or wish to submit an easier 
process than the one I provided here, please send all correspondence to:

michael@metascapemedia.com

Thank You,

Michael 

5/29/2007

*YOU MUST AGREE TO THE BELOW DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY TO USE THIS DOCUMENT

Disclaimer of Liability: 

With respect to documents available from this server, neither Michael Lyon nor Metascape 
Media™, makes any warranty, express or implied, including the warranties of 
merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose, or assumes any legal liability or 
responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, 
product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would not infringe privately owned 
rights.

This free item is provided "AS IS", without warranty or support of any kind. In no event shall 
Metascape Media™ be liable for any claim, damages, or other liability resulting from this 
contents use.

 
** I highly recommend using a source code editor such as Notepad++ which may be found here:
     http://notepad-plus.sourceforge.net/uk/site.htm. I DO NOT recommend using Windows Notepad.
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